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DISCIPLES ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE PEACE RESOLUTION 


The peace resolutions adopted by the Interna- 
tional Convention at St.Louis, the texts of which 
are printed in this issue, proves conclusively 
that the rank and file of our people have not sur- 
rendered to war hysteria. It would, of course, 
re false to say that there were none in the con- 

mtion who believe that the U. S. will inevit- 
‘ably be drawn into the conflict or that there were 
mot those who believe that we ought to get in now. 
But the great body of our people are still solid- 
4 for peace and give unquestioned allegiance to 

ose Christian principles which have been enun- 
Ciated by such gatherings as the Oxford, Madras, 
& Philadelphia conferences, to the statements is- 
sued by the World Council of Churches, and to the 
‘commitments made by the International Convention 
itself in calmer days. The fact that men like 
Stanley Jones, Kagawa, & Dr. Thomas E.Jones drew 
large and enthusiastic crowds is evidence that 
here is genuine hunger for peace and brotherhood 

the part of our people. Dr. T-. E. Jones, di- 

ctor of Civilian Public Service Camps for con- 

cientious objectors operated by the American 

dends Service Committee was an unscheduled 
‘Bpeaker on the peace forum Monday morning. Some- 
thing like 1500 people crowded into the Opera House 
to hear him, though there were 3 other sessions 
‘going on in other parts of the building. When he 
= again at 5 p.m. more than 500 persons came 
hear him. At an after-session joint Campbell 
titute-Disciples Peace Fellowship meeting in 
e Jefferson Hotel some 350 people crowded into 
e meeting room. Stanley Jones took a bold, un- 
ompromising stand against war that profoundly af- 
ected the convention. Kegawa brought a plea for 
understanding between America and Japan. Not a 
warlike note was uttered by any speaker on the 
rogram, so far as we have heard. 


The general peace resolution is a much more 
omprehensive statement than many of the dele- 
ates realized. Preoccupation with such issues 
as the chaplaincy and "all out aid to Britain" 
erved to obscure the fact that here is a state- 
ment of Christian convictim that covers the whole 
field of the individual's relation to the state 
to God. Beginning with a Christian judgment 
m war, itnotes differing points of view and at- 
empts to state each fairly. Under the heading 
Ministries of the Church," the resolution de- 
lares that man's supreme loyalty is not to the 
tate, but to God; that while Christians should 
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CONGRESSMAN COMMENDS CONVENTION PEACE RESOLUTION 


Congressman Louis Ludlow of Indiana in a let- 
ter to James A. Crain strongly commends the peace 
resolution adopted by the International Conven- 
tion. In his letter he said, 


"Some one sent methe resolution adopted by 
the national convention of the Church of the Dis- 
ciples. It is splendid. It covers much of the 
ground of my own thinking for several months. It 
has._.seemed to me that before the world burns up 
and we burn up with it, some sincere and serious 
effort should be made toward mediation. With that 
thought in mind I introduced a mediation resolu- 
tion, following out very much the same idea ex- 
pressed by the Disciples in their resolution..." 


For a number of years Mr. Ludlow has sponsored 
an amendment to the constitution to require an 
affirmative nationwide plebiscite before Congress 
shall be permitted to declare war. The Inter- 
national Convention has gone on record a number 
of times in support of this proposal. 


Mr. Ludlow has been one of the staunchest op- 
ponents in Congress of American entry into war. 
His House Concurrent Resolution 20, 7lst Congress, 
lst Session, reads as follows: 


"Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the 
Congress that the President shall be requested to 
invite the American republics to send delegates 
to a conference to be held at the earliest practi- 
cable date in the city of Washington to offer the 
nations now at war the services of the Western 
Hemisphere as a mediator, to the end that the 
blessingsaf peace may be brought to a distraught 
world. Sec. 2. This Concurrent resolution shall 
be known as the Peace Resolution." 


In his letter to Mr. Crain, Congressman Ludlow 
said with reference to possible American parti- 
cipation in the war, 

"Tt would be tragic if we are forced into the 
war. We would be taking over a virtually bank- 
rupt warwe did not start and make it our own. 
We would have to fight three, perhaps four (if 
Russia lines up on the other side), of the great- 
est mechanized military powers the world has ever 
known, with an equipment pitifully small and in- 
effective compared with theirs. We are not equip- 
ped to fight any one of the four, let alone all 


four." 


NORWEGIAN BISHOPS INDICT HITLER REGIME 


A few weeks ago it became known that the seven 
bishops of the Norwegian Lutheran Church had made 
a Vigorous protest against the invasion of the 
Church's constitutionally guaranteed liberties by 
the Quisling government, which operates under the 
direction of Hitler's agents in Norway. The com- 
plete story is now available through News of Nor- 
way, published by the Royal Norwegian Government's 
Washington bureau. 


The communication fromthe bishops, dated Jan. 
15, 1941; which was addressed to Ragner Skancke, 
acting minister of the Dept. of Church and Edu- 
cation in the Quisling government, pointed out 
that "the Church of Norway rests upon definite 
constitutional relationships to the State", that 
in accordance with promises of the new regime, 
"hitler's proclamation of April 24" and the dec- 
laration of the Reichskommissar on June lst, the 
bishops has issued circulars advising their minis- 
ters that justice was being maintained according 
to the law of the land. The attitude of the 
Church needless to say, is at all times governed 
by the basic principles outlined above: Norway's 
Constitution, the articles of faith,and the Bible. 


The statement then goes on to say, "Recently, 
however, muchserious doubt has arisen concerning 
the validity of the statements made by the bishops 
to their church members. We are faced with the 
problem of whether the State and its departments 
will maintain omer and justice as provided by our 
Church's articles of faith. We point out three 
specific instances which, in substance, are inter- 
woven and which bear out the contention that acts 
of violence, instead of being prevented, are ac- 
tually condoned. That fundamental principles of 
justice are being broken down is shown by the fol- 
lowing concrete examples: 


1. The systematic rule of terror by Nazi Storm 
troopers. 

2. The resignation of the Supreme Court of Norway. 

3. Interference with the minister's pledge of si- 
lence." 


Then follows three brief resumes of evidence 
supporting the above charges, including attacks 
on students & teachers of the Oslo Business Col- 
lege onNov. 30, an attack on the chairman of the 
Students Union at Trondheim, and the kidnapping 
and flogging of a boy. The bishops point out that 
instead of apprehending and punishing the culprits, 
"the ranking officialof 'law and order issued a 
decree... instructing the police not only not to 
interfere with such incidents, but to give active 
support to the Storm Troopers.' The revolting na- 
ture of these single acts of violence is such as 
to make them a problem concerning the security of 
society as a whole." The letter further cites a 
circular issued on Dec. 16 ordering all state and 
municipal employes "actively to support the Storm 
Troopers" and threatening "drastic punishment" for 
any refusal todo so. With reference to the forced 
resignation of the members of the Supreme Court 
of Norway, the bishops declare that this action 
"constitutes an attack on law and order which is 
in open conflict with recognized principles of 
Justice and... will leadto the most fateful con- 
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RELIGIOUS WORK FOR ARMY CAMPS 


Under the above title the World Alliance News 
Letter, published by the World Alliance for In- 
ternational Friendship Through the Churches, re- 
produces in its April issue 4 bulletin of the 
Christian Commission on Camp Communities to clar- 
ify the relations of organizations working with 
men in military service, indicating the following 
agencies at work and their tasks: 


1. The Federal Government, through the Army 
and Navy, is responsible for the programs of re- 
ligion and recreation within camps and stations. 
Chaplains are appointed under a Chief of Chaplains 
in both army & navy, to conduct services of wor- 
ship, care for the spiritual welfare of the men, 
engage in constructive personnel work of a dis- 
tinctly pastoral sort, and cooperate with the 
Commanding Officer and his staff and the Morale 
Officer and his staff in creating and maintain- 
ing good spirits within the camps. The morale 
officers are in charge of all recreational acti- 
vities inside camps and stations. 


2. The Federal Government, through the National 
Defense Council, Charles P.Taft, Coordinator, is 
taking the lead in helping communities to meet 
new demands made upon them by the concentration 
of large numbers of persons from outside, both in 
training camps and stations and in the defense 
industries. Many communities will be unable to 
meet these demands without help from the govern- 
ment. The "Communities Facilities Bill," calling 
for #1 appropriation of $150,000,000 is now before 
Congress and will probably be passed. About $10,- 
000,000 of this total sum will be spent for the 
building or renting of structures in communities 
outside the camps to be used as centers of social 
and recreational life. 4 

3. The United Service Organizations for Nation- 
al Defense, Inc., includes six national religious 
and welfare organizations, namely the Jewish Wel- 
fare Board, the National Board of the Young Wo- 
men’s Christian Association, the National Cathol- 
ic Community Service, the National Council of the 
Young Men's Christian Associations, the National 
Traveler's Aid Association, & the Salvation Army, 
has been established. It will carry out a program 
of service in the camp and naval station communi- 
ties on the basis of private gifts. A campaign 
for $10,000,000 will soon be started. The U.S.0. 
will work closely vith the National Defense Coun- 
cil and will use buildings provided by it for a 
nominal rental. It is expected that some 3 such 
buildings will be available. These will be cen- 
ters for every sort of social and recreational 
life for the men when they come to town and may 
also be used for religious services. 


4. The Christian Commission for Camp Communt- 
ties has been set up under the auspices of the 
Federal Council of Churches, Home Missions Coun- 
cil, and General Commissionon Army and Navy Chap- 
lains. This is a special agency to coordinate the 
work of the Protestant churches adjacent to camps 
and naval stations on an interdenominational ba- 
sis. It will collaborate with the U.S.0. and with 
all local agencies concerned with the welfare of 
soldiers & sailors outside of camps and stations 
and with chaplains and morale officers. 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


In March of this year millers & bakers intro- 
duced the new "enriched" bread to consumers in 
this country. The process has long been known 
and used in Europe but it was not until March Ds 
that millers and bakers agreed to use it in the 
United States. By the addition of thiamin, nico- 
tinic acid and iron, all members of the B vita- 
min complex, bread is "enriched" and made more 
nutritious. The process is, in effect, the ad- 
dition to bread in chemical form of some of the 
rich elements of the wheat milled out inthe pro- 
cess of manufacturing white flour, preferred by 
fastidious Americans to the brown whole wheat 
flour eaten by European peasants from time immem- 
orial After 20 years of effort by nutritionists 
to popularize whole wheat bread, only 2% of the 
wheat in this country is milled as whole wheat 
flour. Under the new process Americans can have 
their white bread and their vitamins too. It is 
expected that by June 1, 50% of the flour produc- 
ed will be of the new type. However, nutrition- 
ists warn that extravagant claims made in bakery 
advertising may lead consumers to expect too much 
and thus meet with disappointment. The new bread 
is not a panacea, but a aid to correct nutrition. 

HHH 

According to the Census Bureau's latest survey 
of boack publishing, the Bible isnot only America's. 
best seller, but Bible sales are booming as never 
before. The total output of Bibles, Testaments, 
and Scripture portions in 1939 was 7,927,848 cop- 
ies, nearly os million more than in 1937. The 
number of whole Bibles published in 1939 was 2,- 
348,069 copies. The number of Testaments 1,268- 
614. In 1935 only 591,173 Bibles were published, 
dropping from 1,376,680 in 1931. While Bible 
Bales are increasing, the demand for fiction is 
decreasing, having fallen from 25,454,135 in 1935 
to 13,511,181 in 1939. Plenty of Bibles are be- 
ing bought. The task now is to get them read. 

HE 

From the concentration camp where he has been 
confined since 1937, Dr. Martin Niemoeller, pastor 
of the Dahlem Church in Berlin and leader of the 
Confessional Synod of the German Lutheran Church 
which has consistently opposed Hitler's efforts 
to Nazify the German church, has requested the 
Confessional Synod, as well as members of his fam- 
ily and his friends, to deny reports that he has 
become a convert to the Roman Catholic faith. At 
the request of his wife this denial was read from 
Confessional Synod pulpits three times. In his 
statement Niemoellersaid that hehas not only not 
joined the Roman Catholic Church, but has no in- 
tention of doing so, now or at any other time. 
The Roman Catholic Church in Germany took cogni- 
zance of the report and issued a denial also. 

HEE 

a According to a radio announcement on May 10, 
Rev. Edgar Wahlberg, pastor of Grace Methodist 
Church, Denver, will shortly open a "Boy's Town" 
modelled mthe lines of Boy's Town, developed by 
Father Flanagan just outside Omaha, Nebr., and pop- 
ularized by Spencer Tracy in the movies. Grace 
Church some years ago found itself facing the ne- 
cessity of adjusting its program to meet the con- 
ditions of a changing neighborhood and developed 
a large neighborhood clubfor underprivileged boys. 
A number of labor unions have offices in the church 
building and support its program financially. 
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GROUPS STUDYING THE ORGANIZATION OF PEACE REPORT 


Two important documents dealing with possible 
forms of post-war world organization have just 
been released. The first is the preliminary re- 
port of the Commission to Study the Organization 
of Peace, set up under the chairmanship of Dr. 
James T Shotwell, by the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace shortly after World War II 
began. Dr. Shotwell, Director of Economics and 
History for the Carnegie Endowment, is an inter- 
nationally known authority on international rela- 
tions and has written extensively on the League 
of- Nations and other proposed forms of world or- 
ganization. The preliminary report of the Com- 
mission was published as the April, 1941 number of 


International Conciliation, a series of booklets 


dealing with international affairs and available 
by sending 25¢ to the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace, 405 West 117th St., N. Y. to 
cover a year's subscription. The report covers 
532 pages and is a suryey of trends and possibi- 
lities of post-war conditions. It covers such 
subjects as war asan instrument of politics, the 
changing nature of war, nationalism, economic in- 
terdependence, the inter-play of cultures, the 
world of religion, the aftermath of the World War, 
an appraisalof the League of Nations, the inter- 
national labor organization, discussions of pos~ 
sible types d@ world organization and problems re- 
lating to judicial settlements in world affairs 
and problems of enforcement of peace. Among those 
who have contributed to the report are Dr. Shot- 
well, John F. Dulles, Dr. William P. Merrill, Dr. 
Samuel G. Inman, Carlton J. H. Hayes, Katherine 
Lenroot, Charles G. Fenwick & Spencer Miller, Jr. 
The report should be read by every person who is 
concerned over the future of our world. 


The second report is entitled, "A Just and Du- 
rable Peace" and is published by The Commission to 
Study the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace, of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America and isa compendium of various statements 
and proposals, American and European, for a just 
and durable peace following the conclusion of 
World War II. The Commission is under the chair- 
manship of Mr. John F. Dulles, with Dr. Walter Van 
Kirk as secretary. Other members are Dr. Henry A. 
Atkinson, secy. of the Church Peace Union, Dr. 
Albert W. Beaven, Pres., Colgate-Rochester Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dr. John Bennett, Pacific School 
of Religion, Dr. Georgia Harkness, Garrett Bibli- 
cal Institute, Dr.W. E. Hocking, Harvard Univer- 
sity, Dr. Kenneth Latourrette, Yale University, 
Dr. Mary Woolley, Dr. A. L.Warnshuis, & 19 others. 
The Commission will have 100 members when comple- 
ted. Its membership is broadly representative of 
such organizations as the Federal Council, Home 
Missions Council, International Council of Reli- 
gious Education, National Council of Church wo- 
men, United Stewardship Camncil, Church Peace Union 
the World Alliance for International Friendship 
Through the Churches. The completed Commission 
will be made up of selected religious leaders re- 
presenting various communions & participating or- 
ganizations. In making available the data in the 
present report The Commission urges Christians & 
Christian groups to"find the time & make the ef- 
fort to study the material herewith presented. We 
are confident that the day will come when such stud- 
will serve a very practical & indispensable end." 


(continued from page one) 

render toCaesar the things that belong to Caesar 
even Caesars are under moral law and their rule 
must be judged by moral principles. The state 
must not be deified and made the object of wor- 
ship. Over against the theory of the sovereignty 
of the state "there stands the sovereignty of God 
to which we give our primary allegiance." Eight 
principles are stated which churches ought to ob- 
serve in relation to war, and three general min- 
istries are approved - ministry to men in camps, 
ministry to conscientious objectors & ministry to 
the armed forces. 


The chaplaincy issue, though by no means the 
most important item in the resolution, elicited 
most of the debate. The St. Louis actionsets up 
a committee of 5 civilians whose duty it shall be 
to pass upon the qualifications & fitness of ap- 
plications for commission as chaplains in the armed 
forces whichmay be submitted to it by such of our 
ministers as may seek that service. It neither 
approves nor disapproves the chaplaincy as a career 
for ministers. It simply recognizes that certain 
of our ministers feel called to that service, and 
recognizing their democratic right to follow their 
conscience, sets upa committee to make it possi- 
ble for them todoso. This committee is not af- 
Piliated with the General Committee on Army & Navy 
Chaplains, but that relationship is relegated to 
a civilian agency, th Division of Home Missions. 
If the committee of 5 is approved by the War and 
Navy depts. as a certifying agency for Disciples 
of Christ the problemof "ecclesiastical sanction" 
will be solved, so far as our men are concerned. 
Reports of its actions to the Generui Commivice 
constitute an administrative detail that can be 
cared for easily and satisfactorily. The fact that 
the solution was approved ty the president of the 
Association of Disciple Chaplains, bya number of 
chaplains in uniform who appeared before the Com- 
mittee on Recommendations, and, as reported, by 
the chaplains present in the convention at a 
luncheon meeting, should satisfy everybody. 


The convention also went on record in support 
of aid to our churches in communities near mili- 
tary camps in order to enable them to serve men 
who are @m leave. Support was urged for the Com- 
mittee on Religious Service to Men in Camps, and 
to the Christian Commission on Camp Communities 
set up under the auspices of the Federal Council. 
The convention re-affirmed its support of consci- 
entious objectors and urged the churches to sup- 
port with financial aid the efforts of the Dept. 
of Social Welfare to help these men. 


A supplementary resolution brought in by a 
group of delegates which believed that the con- 
vention ought tog on record against further aid 
to Britain which might involve the U. S. in bel- 
ligerent participation in the war was hotly de- 
bated on the convention floor, though without the 
bitterness which has occasionally marked our de- 
bates on contested issues. On the one hand, many 
delegates heard Col. Lindbergh on May 3, and were 
concerned lest the U. S. be drawn into the war. On 
the other hand, the fact that this was an inter- 
national conventionand that our resolutions have 
implications for our Canadian brethren kept many 
from voting for the resolution. It was adopted 
however, bya majorityo? approximately two to one. 


(continued from page two) 
sequences” and that "it is the duty and right of 
Church officials to speak up and request informa- 
tion on such seriow matters as those just mention- 
ed." With reference to the interference with the 
minister's right of ‘privileged communication, ' 
the bishops point out that professional secrecy 
"tg not only quaranteed by law, but has always 
been a fundamental requirement in the Churchly 
calling when we minister to sorrow & receive con- 
fessions from people in trouble. ... To abolish 
this Magna Carta of the conscience is an attack 
upon the very heart of the Church." 


Two weeks later three of the bishops secured 
an interview with the acting head of the Depart- 
ment of Church and Education to impress upon him 
the sincerity of the communication and to learn 
if it would be given an official reply Two days 
later a reply was sent by Skancke to the bishops, 
stating "Wehave no plans beyond what has already 
been incorporated in our program; namely, that the 
basic values of Christianity shall be protected” 
and declaring, "So far as I can see nothing has 
happened in the last month to justify the state-— 
ment that the state has encroached on the church's 
freedom to spread the gospel" and ending with the 
threat "We hereby most sincerely warn the church 
against any acts whichmay increase the unrest of 
our people." 


The bishops thereupon addressed a circular let- 
ter to all Norwegian pastors summarizing their 
letter to the acting head of the Department of 
Church and State ani giving his reply in full, and 
declaring "The bishops of the church have ... 
placed upon the table of the acting head certain 
facts and official communiques concerning govern- 
mental administration, which, during th last few 
months, in the viewof the church, are against the 
law of God. They give the impression that revolu- 
tionary conditions are abroad in our land, and 
that we are not living under the rules of foreign 
occupation whereby all laws shall be enforced as 
far as Compatible with the occupation forces.".. | 
The church can therefore never be silenced. ..In 
our congregations we perceive a ferment of con- 
science and we feel it our duty to let the author- 
ities clear and loud the voice of the Church.” 
The Congress of Dissenting Faith, representing 
other religious groups in Norway subscribed fully 
to the action of the bishops, including the Nor- 
wegian Salvation Army. 
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